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SUBJECT: FRENCH MOZAMBIQUE DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS 

1 . GEORGE VENIZEAU, FRENCH AMBASSADOR TO TANZANIA, PAID A 
COURTESY CALL ON CHARGE ON MORNING OF FEB 18. VENIZEAU SAID 
THAT HE HAD BEEN IN MAPUTO APPROXIMATELY ONE WEEK AND THAT 
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HE HAD COME DOWN FROM DAR ES SALAAM SPECIFICALLY TO ESTABLISH 
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DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS BETWEEN FRANCE AND GPRM. HAVING ACCOMPLISHED 
THIS ON FEB 16, WHEN HE AND FOREIGN MINISTER CHISSANO INITIALLED A 
JOINT COMMUNIQUE, HE SAID HE WAS NOW MAKING INFORMAL COURTESY 
CALLS ON ALL CHIEFS OF MISSIONS OF FRIENDLY WESTERN STATES. 

WHEN CHARGE REMARKED THAT HE HAD NOT SEEN ANY FORMAL OR PUBLIC 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEW FRENCH-GPRM DIPLOMATIC LINKS, VENIZEAU 
RESPONDED THAT BOTH GOVERNMENTS WILL ISSUE PUBLIC STATEMENTS ON 
ESTABLISHMENT OF RELATIONS ON FEB 19. 

2. VENIZEAU SAID THAT RELATIONS WOULD BE AT THE AMBASSADORIAL 
LEVEL, ANDTHAT HE HAD ALREADY REQUESTED AGREMENT FOR ONE OF 
HIS "COLLEAGUES." WHILE NOT DISCLOSING THE NAME OF THE PRO- 
POSED AMBASSADOR, VENIZEAU SAID HE IS A CAREER DIPLOMATI, 41 
YEARS OLD AND A GRADUATE OF FRENCE'S PRESTIGIOUS NATIONAL 
INSTITUTE OF ADMINISTRATION. 

3. VENIZEAU EXPLAINED THE FRENCH PLAN TO HAVE (FOR THEM) A 
FAIRLY LARGE EMBASSY IN MAPUTO. IT WILL INCLUDE THREE OTHER 
DIPLOMATS IN ADDITION TO THE AMBASSADOR. A CONSULAR OFFICER 
WILL OPEN THE EMBASSY DURING THE FIRST WEEK IN MARCH. 

4. WHEN THE CHARGE ASKED WHETHER THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT PLANNED 
TO PROVIDE THE GPRM WITH ANY ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE, VENIZEAU SAID 
THAT THE FRENCH OFFERED TO SEND A SMALL ECONOMIC AS- 
SISTANCE TEAM TO MOZAMBIQUE TO SURVEY THE COUNTRY'S NEEDS, AND 
THEN TO OFFER ECONOMIC AID AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE BASED ON 
WHAT TEAM AND GPRM RECOMMENDED. VENIZEAU SAID THAT WHEN HE 
SPOKE TO FOREIGN MINISTER CHISSANO AND DEVELOPMENT MINISTER MAR- 
CELINO DOS SANTOS ABOUT THIS, THEY EXPRESSED KEEN INTEREST IN 

THE AID, BUT NEITHER SEEMED PREPARED TO ACCEPT OR APPROVE AN 
IMMEDIATE VISIT BY A FRENCH ASSISTANCE TEAM. DOS SANTOS TOLD 
HIM THE GPRM WAS STILL FORMULATING ITS FIRST FIVE YEAR DEVELOPMDNT 
PLAN ANB DID NOT WANT TO ACCEPT ANY MAJOR AID COMMITMENTS UNTIL IT 
WAS COMPLETED. THE QUESTION OF AID HAS BEEN LEFT UP IN THE AIR 
AND THE NEW FRENCH AMBASSADOR WILL HAVE TO DEAL WITH IT. HAVING 
HEARD STORIES IN DAR THAT MOZAMBIQUE'S ECONOMY WAS STARTING TO 
WASTEHAWAY, VENIZEAU SAID HE WAS FRANKLY SUPRISED THAT GPRM 
OFFICIALS DID NOT SEEM OVERLY ANXIOUS TO GET FRENCH AID ROLLING. 
CHWRGE INFORMED VENIZEAU THAT A NUMBER OF OTHER POTENTIAL 
AID DONORS HAD HAD SIMILAR EXPERIENCES AND THAT GPRM SEEMS TO 
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BE MOVING CAUTIOUSLY IN AID AREA. 

5. BEFORE DEPARTING, VENIZEAU EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT NOW 
THAT FRENCH HAD BEEN ALLOWED TO OPEN MISSION IN MAPUTO, GPRM 
WOULD CURB SOME OF ITS STRONG ANTI-FRENCH PROPAGANDA ON SUCH 
ISSUES AS DJIBOUTI AND MAYOTTE. HE FELT THAT DURING HIS SHORT 
STAY, THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT HAD BEEN ATTACKED BY PRESS AND RADIO 
MEDIA MORE THAN ANY OTHER GOVERNMENT EXCEPT SOUTH AFRICA. 
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CHARGE SAID HE TOO HOPED THAT THIS SITUATION WOULD CHANGE, 

BUT WARNED THAT THIS MIGHT BE WISHFUL THINKING SINCE GPRM 
HAS TAKEN A VERY CLEAR POSITION IN OPPOSITION TO CONTINUED 
PRESENCE OF "COLONIAL" POWERS IN AFRICA. 

CARSON 
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